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Our n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  o b j e c t i v e s  can be achieved only  if  we a r e  thoroughly prepared 
t o  meet e s s e n t i a l  m i l i t a r y  energy requirements. 
d e t e r  armed c o n f l i c t ,  t o  produce modern weapon systems, t o  maintain t h e  readiness  of 
our  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  and t o  support  worldwide commitments on t h e  seas ,  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and 
on t h e  ground depends on energy, p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i q u i d  hydrocarbon f u e l s .  
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  crude o i l  imports now comprise near ly  50 percent  of t h e  U.S. petroleum 
demand, our most s e r i o u s  near  term energy problem i s  our growing r e l i a n c e  upon foreign 
o i l  t o  compensate for t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  domestic energy p r o d u c t i m  t o  keep pace with 
domestic energy demand. Considering t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i t y  of D O D ' s  continued dependence 
upon l iqu id  hydrocarbon f u e l s ,  t h i s  p a t t e r n  of e v e r  increas ing  dependence upon foreign 
o i l  poses a most s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  our a b i l i t y  t o  guarantee adequate energy suppl ies  t o  
meet essent ia l  m i l i t a r y  requirements ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  for mobi l i ty  f u e l s .  In response to  
t h i s  cur ren t  and most c r i t i c a l  energy i s s u e ,  t h e  Department of Defense has undertaken 
a s e r i e s  of  a c t i o n s  which a r e  intended t o  provide t h e  b a s i c  framework upon which it can 
formulate a comprehensive, f u l l y  coordinated defense mobi l i ty  f u e l s  s t r a t e g y .  
ac t ions  w i l l  be  d iscussed  with p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on DOD's e f f o r t s  t o  develop the  
c a p a b i l i t y  t c  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s y n t h e t i c  mobi l i ty  f u e l s .  
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